Text on Sign at Memorial
Highway of Heroes
When the first four fallen soldiers were repatriated at CFB Trenton in 2002, members of the
public stood in silence paying their respects to the soldiers and their families. People saw the
live coverage on television and wanted to find a way to embrace the families of the fallen.
After that first repatriation ceremony in 2002, individuals and families began standing on
bridges overlooking Highway 401, to share in the grief of the families and to let them know that
they were not alone. Each time since, when a fallen soldier has come home for the final time
the numbers have grown along the bridges from Trenton to the coroner's office in Toronto.
Day or night, people, families, Canadian Forces members, veterans and emergency responders
attend bridges along what is now known as the Highway of Heroes, letting the families know
that they are not alone and thanking the fallen for their ultimate sacrifice.
Today, a dedicated group of volunteers, made up of veterans, active service members and
families of the fallen set out to clean the Highway of Heroes every spring and fall so it remains a
respectful place to remember and pay tribute.

No. 26 Ordnance Depot of the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps
Canadian Forces Station Cobourg was a military logistics base located in Cobourg, Ontario. The
facility was created due to the expansion of Canadian military capability brought about by the
Korean War and Cold War. Logistics and supply facilities for the Army were being expanded
across Canada. and Cobourg was chosen as a site for a new supply depot. The choice of
Cobourg for a location was partly due to its proximity to major rail lines. Land was purchased in
1951 and construction proceeded on several buildings over the next two years. In 1954, the
headquarters of No. 26 Ordnance Depot of the Royal Canadian Ordnance Corps was relocated
from Ottawa to Cobourg. The base existed mainly to provide supplies to other military facilities.
but also included the Canadian Army's only respirator assembly plant and a detachment of No.
22 Works Company of the Royal Canadian Engineers.
When the three arms of the Canadian military were integrated to create the Canadian Forces,
No. 26 COD became No. 26 Canadian Forces Supply Depot and the base was renamed Canadian
Forces Base Cobourg (CFB Cobourg) in 1966. However, as Cobourg didn't house two or more
major units, it didn't qualify as a "base" under Canadian Forces' criteria and was renamed
Canadian Forces Station Cobourg a short time later.
In 1969, the Canadian Forces supply system was reorganized and CFS Cobourg was identified as
surplus. The supply duties of the base were assumed by depots at CFB Downsview in the
Toronto area and at the Longue Point site of CFB Montreal; the station was closed and
decommissioned on August 31, 1970. The depot was sold to the government of Ontario, which
converted it to an industrial park, and later sold it to the Town of Cobourg.

